980                           WAR AND AFTERMATH

Tariffs introduce a general tariff, the aim being partly to reduce
our purchases of goods from abroad, and so restore the
" balance of trade ". Great Britain abandoned Free Trade,
duties were put on most goods coming into the country,
with a lower rate on goods from within the Empire.
Gradually these taxes have been extended to practically
all articles except bread.,

In 1933 an Imperial conference was held at Onaway in
Ottawa an attempt to settle an economic policy for the Empire.
""SS" The chief difficulty lay in the fact that the different Do-
minions all had their own tariffs, protecting their own
industries.   The conference granted to all the Dominions
" equal privileges in the United Kingdom market ", and it
attempted to pave the way for a policy whereby each
- Dominion should " specialize " in its best products,1 though
this proved very hard to apply in practice.

King George V celebrated his jubilee in 1935, having
King then reigned for twenty-five years.   In the following year
Edward ganuary) jg3gj fe ^ied, and was succeeded by King Edward
VIII, who as Prince of Wales had travelled in all parts of
the Empire.   King Edward VIII, however, abdicated after
tlon only a few months, and was created Duke of Windsor.
He was succeeded by his brother, who became King George
VI and who was crowned in 1937*

The early years of the reign of George VI saw the change
orge in the status of Ireland, noted above. They also saw some
social reforms. In 1936 pensions were granted at the age of
65 to men who had been insured, and their wives could also
obtain a pension on reaching the age of 60. Widows and
children of insured men were also granted pensions, and
spinsters who were themselves insured. Blind persons over
40 who were not insured were given pensions, and, of course,
any person over 70 still received a non-contributory pension.
A campaign was to be launched for better housing; the

* The difficulty here lay in the fact that some Dominions, e.g. India, wished
to increase their own " self-sufficiency " and produce goods in which they were
inferior to others.